
CHIN9522 Exploration of major cultural themes across Chinese 

history (6 credits) 

 

Course Duration 

4 hours per week, 48 contact hours in total 

Offered in the 1st semester 

 

Course Description  

This course aims to familiarize international/exchange/visiting students with Chinese 

culture and history. Rather than placing traditional emphasis on memorizing historical 

figures, the course provides a clear timeline of China, its culture, its language, and its 

complexity through legends, historical events, and cultural themes. It seeks to 

stimulate students' interest in gaining a deeper understanding of China, its people, its 

history, and its culture in the global context. Students are encouraged to participate in 

group discussions and to use cross-references to other parts of the world to learn 

lessons from history. 

 

Course Objectives 

1. Introduce international students to Chinese history, culture, and civilization 

achievements; 

2. Foster interest in exploring China's people, history, and culture from a global 

perspective. 

3. Highlight cultural differences and similarities between Chinese and other 

societies. 

4. Establish a foundation for students to independently delve into Chinese studies 

and culture. 

 

Study Load 

Course Activities Number of Hours 

Class contact hours 48 

Writing homework 32 

Revision / Self-study  30 

Presentation - Preparation 10 

Total 120 

 

  



Assessment 

100% coursework 

Mode of Assessments Weighting (100%) 

Class Participation 10% 

Written Test 30% 

In-class Presentation 15% 

Written report 15% 

Essay Writing 30% 

 

Course Content & Topics 

1. Introduction: The Timeline of Chinese History (Week 1) 

2. Myth and Legends (Week 2) 

3. The Significant Historical Events in the Dynastic Period (Week 3) 

4. Chinese Thoughts and Virtues (Week 4-5) 

5. Ancient Chinese Writing (Week 6) 

6. Arts and Literature (Week 7) 

7. Technological and Cultural Innovations (Week 8) 

8. Food Culture (Week 9) 

9. Festivals and Customs (Week 10) 

10. Cultural Exchange between China and Foreign Countries (Week 11) 

11. Conclusion and reflection: Understanding the Impact of Chinese History (Week 

12) 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 

On successful completion of the course, students should be able to: 

1. Demonstrate a fundamental understanding of the Chinese history timeline, 

including key historical events and influential figures that have significantly 

impacted the course of Chinese history. 

2. Articulate well-informed opinions and insights about specific historical figures 

and cultural themes, incorporating background information gleaned from selected 

reading materials to highlight their significance in shaping Chinese society. 

3. Analyze the rich diversity of China's people, history, and culture by considering 

various perspectives and global contexts, demonstrating an appreciation for the 

complexity and nuance of Chinese cultural heritage. 

4. Employ critical thinking skills to explore and evaluate different aspects of Chinese 

culture, fostering a curiosity for further learning and independent research in 

Chinese studies. 
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